Large cell lymphocytoma--a clinicopathological study.
Fourteen patients with large cell lymphocytoma were studied. They presented with solitary or small numbers of grouped nodules on the trunk or head and neck region, which histologically consisted of diffuse and nodular dermal aggregates of lymphoid cells. A proportion of these cells were large with clear cytoplasm and a varying degree of nuclear atypia. An infiltrate of small mature lymphocytes surrounded and extended between the zones of larger cells. Mitotic figures and pleomorphic cells were frequent and, on the basis of this histopathology, an initial diagnosis of cutaneous lymphoma had frequently been made. There were eight male and six female patients with a mean age at presentation of 40 years (range 14-71) who were followed up for a period of between 4 and 31 years (mean = 14.6). Thirteen of the 14 are alive and well, and there has been no evidence of systemic involvement in any of the patients; one patient died of chronic renal failure and pneumonia. Monoclonal antibody studies on paraffin sections showed the presence of lymphoid cells of B and T cell lineage in large cell lymphocytoma. We believe that these patients have a variety of cutaneous lymphocytic infiltrate, large cell lymphocytoma, which has characteristic clinical and histological features and is important to recognize because of its benign course. Large cell lymphocytoma has been used to describe a nodular lymphoid infiltrate of the skin composed principally of large follicular centre cells. Often these lesions had been diagnosed as reticulum cell sarcoma but, on follow-up, all the patients were alive and well.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)